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we can conceive that a smooth layer of cloud might be
furrowed into small waves at right angles to the wind; but
this, of course, would only account for striae square to the
stripe, and not for oblique markings. We often see an
apparently structureless patch of cirro-stratus suddenly
become striated, as if a cat's paw of wind had blown on it
like a gust on a pond,

But, as a matter of fact, strise are as often as not
oblique to the lie of a stripe, and to the direction of
the motion of cirro-stratus. Here also the only rational
suggestion is that the oblique striations are in some way
the effect of an upper current, which moves in a different
direction to that on the surface, and forms cloud rolls.

There is certainly something to the eye about the
sideways motion of some cirrus-stripes that is not the
same as the drive of a detached cumulus before the wind.
If one is reully propagated by a dynamical disturbance,
while the other merely floats in an air-current, the
difference would probably be explained. If this can ever
be satisfactorily worked out, we should get the motion of
higher currents more accurately than at present, for now
we always assume the motion of a cloud is the same as
that of the wind which drives it along.

Sometimes a succession of rising threads of air, one
behind the other, form nearly vertical parallel fibres of
cirrus, which must not be mistaken for horizontal strife.
All observers are agreed that the fact of striation, or
reticulation, is of no practical importance in forecasting
weather from cltmds, so that we do not make definite
varieties of these forms.